
Staffordshire Joint Strategic Needs Assessment for Children and Young People:  
Summary 
 
 
This document is a summary of the key indicators identified within the Staffordshire Joint Strategic Needs Assessment for 
Children and Young People. 
 
The current benchmark and the general trend are given for the County and districts (where possible). In reviewing the County 
data, comparisons are made against the England average and also ranked on a 1 to 5 scale against its four closest ‘statistical 
neighbours’. 
 
 
The following abbreviations/symbols have been used: 
 

 = indicates a high value 

 = indicates a low value 

 = no significant difference 

 = an upward trend 

 = a downward trend 

 = an adverse outcome or trend 

 = a positive outcome or trend 

1 = the rank (1 to 5) within its ‘statistical neighbours’, 
    where 1 represents the best outcome 
 
 
 

*  = PCT level data only  
    (it has been assumed that the districts share the    
               same value as the ‘parent’ PCT) 

NA  = no robust data currently available / not applicable 

NAT  = no apparent trend 

NI  = data not included within the report 

NPE  = national prevalence estimates used 

Y = hotspot areas  

N = no hotspot areas  
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BE HEALTHY 
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BE PHYSICALLY HEALTHY 
Birth                    
Low birth weight births  5                  
Breastfeeding (initiation)*  5                  
Breastfeeding  
(6-8 week prevalence)* 

NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 

Mortality                    
Infant mortality  5                  
Immunisations                    
First birthday*  1 NI  NI  NI  NI  NI  NI  NI  NI  NI 

Second birthday*  2 NI  NI  NI  NI  NI  NI  NI  NI  NI 

Fifth birthday*  1 NI  NI  NI  NI  NI  NI  NI  NI  NI 

Healthy Weight                    
In Reception Year (aged 4-5)  4   NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA 
In Year Six (aged 10-11)  5   NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA 
Dental Health                    
Average number of decayed, 
missing or filled teeth  =1                  

Mortality                    

Mortality in Under 15s  5 NAT  NI  NI  NI  NI  NI  NI  NI  NI 
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BE MENTALLY AND EMOTIONALLY HEALTHY 
Child Well-being Index                    
High levels of child well-being 
(i.e. >20% in the highest 
quintile) 

 NI NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA 

Low levels of child well-being 
(i.e. >20% in the lowest 
quintile) 

 NI NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA 

Hotspot wards 
(i.e. wards in the worst 10% 
nationally) 

 NI NA Y NA N NA N NA Y NA N NA Y NA N NA Y NA 

Mental health conditions                    
Estimates of need NPE NPE NPE NPE NPE NPE NPE NPE NPE NPE NPE NPE NPE NPE NPE NPE NPE NPE NPE 
BE SEXUALLY HEALTHY 
Chlamydia                    
Screening coverage  2 NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA 
Positivity rate  1 NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA 
Teenage Pregnancy                    
Under-18 conception rate  5                  
Hotspot wards  NI NI  NI  NI  NI  NI  NI  NI  NI  NI 
Under-16 conception rate  NI                  
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CHOOSE HEALTHY LIFESTYLES 
Healthy eating                    
Eat 5 or more portions of fruit 
and vegetables each day  NI  NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA 

Physical activity                    
Spend at least 30 mins doing 
sport or other active things 6-7 
days a week 

 NI  NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA 

Access two hours of physical 
education and school sport 

NI NI                  

Smoking                    
Never smoked a cigarette  NI  NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA 
Smoke regularly, once a week 
or more  NI NA NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA 

Alcohol Consumption                    
Never had alcohol  NI  NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA 
Been drunk 3 or more times in 
the last 4 weeks  NI  NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA 

Admissions to hospital  4 NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA 
CHOOSE NOT TO TAKE ILLEGAL DRUGS 
Illegal Drug Use                    
Have taken drugs  NI NA NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA 
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SAFE FROM MALTREATMENT, NEGLECT, VIOLENCE AND SEXUAL EXPLOITATION 
Referrals going on to initial 
assessment  2 NAT NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA 

Initial assessments carried out 
within 7 working days  2  NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA 

Core assessments carried out 
within 35 working days  3  NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA 

Children becoming subject of 
a Child Protection Plan due to 
neglect 

NI NI  NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA 

Children becoming subject of 
a Child Protection Plan for a 
second or subsequent time 

 =2  NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA 

Child protection cases which 
were reviewed within agreed 
timescales 

 =1  NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA 

Child Protection Plans lasting 
two or more years  4  NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA 
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SAFE FROM ACCIDENTAL INJURY AND DEATH  
Road Traffic Accidents                    
Casualties rate (under 16) NI NI                  
Casualties rate (16 to 25) NA NA                  
Killed or seriously injured rate 
(under 16) 

NI NI                  

Killed or seriously injured rate 
(16 to 25) 

NA NA                  

Unintentional and deliberate 
injuries 

                   

Emergency hospital admissions  3 NAT  NAT  NAT  NAT  NAT  NAT    NAT  NAT 

SAFE FROM BULLYING AND DISCRIMINATION 
Have been bullied in school 
most days  NI  NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA 

Have been bullied somewhere 
else most days  NI NA NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA 
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SAFE FROM CRIME AND ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR IN AND OUT OF SCHOOL 
Percentage who think anti-
social behaviour is a problem  

 2 NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA 

Percentage who think drunk 
and rowdy behaviour is a 
problem 

 4 NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA 

Percentage who think  drug use 
or drug dealing is a problem   3 NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA 

Percentage who agree that 
parents take enough 
responsibility for the 
behaviour of their children 

 5 NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA 

HAVE SECURITY, STABILITY AND ARE CARED FOR 
Looked After Children                    
Stability of placements: 
number of moves  4 NAT NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA 

Stability of placements: length 
of placement  4 NAT  NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA 

Cases reviewed within 
required timescales  3  NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA 

Stability following adoption 
decision  3  NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA 
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READY FOR SCHOOL 
Attainment at Early Years 
Foundation Stage 

                   

Percentage achieving at least 
78 points, with at least 6 in 
each of the scales 

 NI  NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI 

ATTEND AND ENJOY SCHOOL 
Enjoying School                    
Percentage who enjoy always 
school  NI NA NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA 

ACHIEVE NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS AT PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Educational attainment at Key 
Stage 1 

                   

Percentage achieving Level 2 
or above in Reading  NI  NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI 

Educational attainment at Key 
Stage 2                    

Percentage achieving Level 4 
or above in English and Maths  NI  NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI 
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ACHIEVE PERSONAL AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND ENJOY RECREATION 
Children and young people 
enjoy life and take part in 
recreational leisure, physical 
activity and sport 

                   

Percentage participating in 
group-led activity in past 4 
weeks 

 NI NI NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA 

Recreational reading                    
Percentage starting summer 
reading challenge 

NA NA  NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA 

Cultural and library activities                    
Number of children 0-4 
attending library activities and 
events 

NA NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  

Number of children attending 
a Tot’s Time and/or Under 5’s 
Storytime session 2008/09 

NA NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA NA 
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ACHIEVE NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS AT SECONDARY SCHOOL 
Educational attainment at Key 
Stage 4 

                   

Percentage 5+ A*-C including 
English and Maths  NI  NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI 

Educational attainment at 
post-16                    

Average point score  NI  NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI 
Level 2 qualification by age 19  NI  NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI 
Level 3 qualification by age 19  NI  NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI 
Educational attainment of 
children in care 

                   

Percentage 5+ A*-C including 
English and Maths (at Key 
Stage 4) 

 NI  NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI 
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MAKE A POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION 
 

Staffordshire 
County 

Cannock 
Chase 

East 
Stafford

-shire 
Lichfield 

Newcastle-
under- 
Lyme 

South 
Stafford

-shire 
Stafford 

Stafford 
-shire 

Moorlands 
Tamworth 

 

C
u

rr
en

t 
st

at
u

s 
(v

s 
En

g
la

n
d

) 

C
u

rr
en

t 
st

at
u

s 
(v

s 
n

ei
g

h
b

o
u

rs
) 

Tr
en

d
 

C
u

rr
en

t 
st

at
u

s 

Tr
en

d
  

C
u

rr
en

t 
st

at
u

s 

Tr
en

d
 

C
u

rr
en

t 
st

at
u

s 

Tr
en

d
 

C
u

rr
en

t 
st

at
u

s 

Tr
en

d
 

C
u

rr
en

t 
st

at
u

s 

Tr
en

d
 

C
u

rr
en

t 
st

at
u

s 

Tr
en

d
 

C
u

rr
en

t 
st

at
u

s 

Tr
en

d
 

C
u

rr
en

t 
st

at
u

s 

Tr
en

d
 

ENGAGE IN DECISION MAKING AND SUPPORT THE COMMUNITY AND ENVIRONMENT 
How pupils share their views                    
Percentage of pupils who did 
not feel that they were able to 
give their views 

 NI NI NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA 

Young people receiving 
accreditation for 
voluntary/giving services 

                   

Numbers receiving 
accreditation 

NA NA  NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI 

Number of contacts with 
Staffordshire Youth Zone with 
an accredited outcome 

NA NA  NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI 

Numbers of young people 
gaining the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award 

NA NA NAT     NAT             

ENGAGE IN LAW-ABIDING AND POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR IN AND OUT OF SCHOOL 
Exclusions from school                    
Number of permanent 
exclusions (since 2004/05) 

NA NI   NAT     NAT   NAT          
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Attendance and persistent 
absence 

                   

Primary: overall absence  NI  NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI 
Primary: persistent absence  NI  NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI 
Secondary: overall absence  NI  NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI 
Secondary: persistent absence  NI  NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI 
First Time Entrants to the 
Youth Justice System 

                   

Rate of  first time entrants per 
100,000 (10-17 year olds)  NI  NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA 

Youth Justice System                    
Percentage of young people 
entering the Youth Justice 
System 

 NI  NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA 

DEVELOP SELF-CONFIDENCE AND SUCCESSFULLY DEAL WITH SIGNIFICANT LIFE CHANGES AND CHALLENGES 
Young offenders: access to 
suitable accommodation  NI  NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA 

Young offenders: engagement 
in education, training and 
employment 

 NI  NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA  NA NA NA NA 
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ACHIEVE ECONOMIC WELLBEING 
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County 
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READY FOR EMPLOYMENT 
Engage in further education 
employment or training (EET) 
on leaving school 

                   

NEET winter average NI 2                 NAT 
NEET hotspots NA NA NA Y NA Y NA N NA Y NA N NA Y NA Y NA Y NA 
Number of young people with 
‘Not Known’ status 

NI 3                  

Vulnerable groups in EET                    
16-19 teen mothers NI 1 NI NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 
16-19 with a learning disability NI 1 NI NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 
19 year old care leavers NI 4 NI NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 
School Leaver Activity                    
Year 11: continuing with 
structured learning 

NI NI  NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI 

Year 11: not yet settled NI NI  NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI 
Year 11: leavers moving into 
Higher Education at 18 

NI NI  NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI NI 
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ACHIEVE ECONOMIC WELLBEING 
 

Staffordshire 
County 

Cannock 
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LIVE IN DECENT HOMES AND SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES 
Serious housing need                    
Number of young people in 
serious housing need   NAT  NAT  NAT  NAT  NAT    NAT    NAT 

ACCESS TO TRANSPORT AND MATERIAL GOODS 
Deprivation  NI NI N NI Y NI N NI Y NI N NI N NI N NI Y NI 
Income deprivation  NI NI Y NI Y NI N NI Y NI N NI Y NI N NI Y NI 
Barriers to housing and 
services deprivation  NI NI Y NI Y NI Y NI Y NI Y NI Y NI Y NI N NI 

LIVE IN HOUSEHOLDS FREE FROM LOW INCOME 
Income deprivation affecting 
children  NI NI N NI Y NI N NI Y NI N NI Y NI N NI Y NI 

Number of homeless families 
with children living in 
temporary accommodation 

NA NI NAT  NAT  NAT  NAT  NAT  NAT  NAT  NAT  NAT 

 


