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Staffordshire Children and Young People's Plan: Exe cutive Summary  
 
 
Who has produced the plan? 
 
The Staffordshire Children and Young People's Plan has been produced on behalf of Staffordshire Children's Trust.  The Trust 
is made up of statutory, voluntary and independent organisations across Staffordshire.  
 
 
Why has the plan been produced? 
 
The Trust is asked to produce the plan by the government.  It will form part of Staffordshire County Council’s Annual 
Performance Assessment by Ofsted later this year.  It is an update of the plan produced last year. 
 
 
Who is it for? 
 
The plan is for all the partners in the Children’s Trust, and outlines what they will do to improve the lives of children and young 
people in Staffordshire. 
 
 
Have children and young people been involved in the  plan? 
 
Yes, children and young people worked to audit last year’s plan, and to see what had changed.  They also had a say on what 
the plan contains this year. 
 
 
What does the plan contain? 
 
It sets targets for the Children’s Trust to achieve each of the five outcomes in Every Child Matters: Be Healthy, Stay Safe, 
Enjoy and Achieve, Make a Positive Contribution, Economic Wellbeing.  It also outlines projects which will support the work in 
all five areas. 
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What have we done in the last year? 
 
Many achievements are outlined in the plan.  Highlights include: 
 
Be Healthy 
·  All Staffordshire schools have either achieved Healthy Schools status or are actively pursuing the status. 
·  In 2006, 33.1% (of 2,500 young people aged 11-15) reported that they drank in the last week.  In 2008, this has fallen to 

26.5%, and they also drank less - from 6.9 units per week to 6.6 units. 
 
 

Stay Safe 
·  We have started a three year programme of training on multi-agency child neglect guidance. 
·  There has been a significant reduction in re-registrations on the Child Protection Register (CPR). 
·  The number of first time entrants into the youth justice system has reduced significantly, from 1517 in 2006/2007 to 

1232 in 2007/2008. 
·  As part of the Behaviour and Bullying Strategy a pilot anti-bullying Pledge Scheme for schools was launched in January 

2007.  An anti-bullying website has also been launched. 
 
 

Enjoy and achieve 
·  Since 2004 there has been a 5.4% increase in 5* A – C GCSE results and a 3.9% increase in 5* A – C including English 

and Mathematics, which is better than the national average. 
·  Staffordshire County Council has successfully bid for £1m to develop 25 play areas for 8-13 year olds across the county. 
·  More children are accessing two hours of high quality PE and school sport – from 72% in 2006 to 80.25%. 
·  Last year 26,087 Staffordshire pupils visited one of the County’s museums as part of an organised class visit.  In 2007 

10,085 children between the ages of 4 and 12 participated in the County’s Libraries Summer Reading Challenge. 
 
 

Make a Positive Contribution 
·  The Shadow Children’s Trust Board, VIA! (Voice into Action) audited the 2007 plan, which informed the priorities for 

2008. 
·  The ‘Big Bruvver Project’ won a National Community Care Award 2008. 
·  Young Ambassadors from the County’s School Sport Partnerships attended the Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent 2012 

Conference and have contributed towards the development of a Sub Regional 2012 Action Plan. Staffordshire aims to 
lead the way in the development of opportunities for children and young people from the 2012 Games. 
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Achieve Economic Wellbeing  
·  19 collaborative bids to deliver Diplomas in 2009 have been successful.  By 2009 35 diplomas will be available to young 

people across Staffordshire. 
·  There has been a fall in the number of young people not in education, employment or training from Nov 06/ Jan 07 to 

Nov 07/Jan 08. 
 
 

Management projects 
·  There has been a huge increase in the number of practitioners trained in the use of the Common Assessment 

Framework (CAF) and over 500 families have been supported using this assessment. 
 
 

What is the Children’s Trust going to do this year?  
 
The plan includes a range of targets, of which these are some of the highlights: 
 
 

Be Healthy 
·  Reduce the number of teenage pregnancies 
·  Tackle obesity among primary school children 
·  Reduce substance misuse amongst children and young people 
·  Encourage children and young people’s participation in high-quality PE and sport 
·  Help children to be emotionally healthy and resilient 
 
 

Stay safe 
·  Reduce the causes and consequences of neglect 
·  Reduce road traffic accidents involving children and young people 
·  Reduced numbers of children and young people affected by violence in the home 
·  Achieve better outcomes for children on the child protection register 
 
 

Enjoy & achieve 
·  Increase the numbers of children achieving expected levels of attainment from early years stage to Key Stage 4 
·  Increase the number of under 16 year olds attendances at sport and cultural activities/ facilities 
·  Increase the number of young people aged 16 and under participating in Local Authority organised sports development 

and active recreation programmes 
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Make a Positive Contribution 
·  Improve consultation and engagement with children and young people 
·  Increased number of young people involved in voluntary and community action 
·  Reduce first time offending 
 
 

Achieve Economic Wellbeing 
·  Improve the staying on rates after the age of 17 
·  Increase the number of young people participating in education after the age of 16 and achieving level 2 and level 3 
·  Improve the transition to adulthood for young people with learning disabilities and/or difficulties 
·  Reduce the number of young people who are not in education, employment or training 
·  Help homeless children and young people 
 
�

Children’s Trust Management – Projects 
·  Continue to work on sharing information between partners and use the Common Assessment Framework to support 

families 
·  Continue to develop Community & Learning Partnerships 
·  Develop the children’s workforce 
·  Continue to improve access to information through the Children’s Trust Website 
·  Develop a strategy to support parents in Staffordshire 
·  Continue to work on commissioning services jointly with partners 
 
 
Where can I read more? 
 
The full plan is available on Staffordshire Children's Trust website at www.staffordshirechildrenstrust.org.uk 
 
 
 
 

IF YOU REQUIRE A COPY OF THIS INFORMATION IN LARGE PRINT, BRAILLE, ANOTHER 
LANGUAGE, ON CASSETTE OR DISC, PLEASE ASK US BY CONTACTING CATE CRAWFORD 
ON 01785 277 116 OR EMAIL CATE.CRAWFORD@STAFFORDSHIRE.GOV.UK 


