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National Family Week - The UK's biggest ever celebr ation of families!  Issue #5 
 

Forward this email to your family and friends  

 

At last spring is here and the National 
Family Week team are looking forward to 
longer days, warmer weather and of course 
National Family Week 2010. 

The more observant of you may have 
noticed that since the last newsletter the 
National Family Week website is looking 
rather different. The website has become 
consumer facing as we want to attract 
families to the site so they can take 
advantage of the great offers, competitions 
and National Family Week events. 

As there is less than two months to go 
before National Family Week, make sure 
you read the important announcements in 
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this newsletter as they will help with the 
organising and publicising of your Family 
Week events.  

 

The Events Finder is Open 

The Events Finder is now live on the 
website and families can search this 
map to find National Family Week 
events happening in their local area. If 
your organisation has a registered and 
approved public event it will now be 
featured on this map. 

If your organisation has 
not registered their 
National Family Week 
events yet, remember to 
login to the Partner Zone 

area and upload your events. If you have 
over 50 events to upload, we can send you 
an events template to fill in and send back to 
us for us to upload your events for you. To 
request an events template, email Kate 
Tomlinson.  

 

Updates to the Partner Zone 

New resources have been added to the 
Partner Zone area, which can be used to 
support your National Family Week event 
and activities. Southgate Publishers have 
provided a great resource on how to run a 
‘Making up stories with children’ workshop. 
Plus Fitter Families have added two 
factsheets ‘Healthy Breakfasts’ and ‘Setting 
Goals’ that can be distributed to families to 
show how they can live healthy active 
lifestyles. 

The National Family Week press release 
template has been added to the Promotional 
Materials section in the Partner Zone. 
Sending out this press release to your local 
media will help to attract positive media 
attention and publicity for your events. 
Simply fill in your event details and send this 
to the local newspapers, radio stations and 
the regional TV stations in your area.  

National Family Week's 

Flagship Events 

This year we gave our partners 
the opportunity to bid to host 
one of National Family Week's 
flagship events. These are to be 
large-scale events spread out 
across the UK to attract 
thousands of families and that 
will be promoted as the main 
events set to take place as part 
of National Family Week 2010. 
We are very pleased to confirm 
the final line-up: 

Flagship Family Week Picnics  

Clitheroe Castle, Clitheroe  
Ribble Valley Borough Council 
West Park, Hull  
Hull City Council 
Snibston Discovery Museum, 
Leicestershire  
Snibston Discovery Museum 
Sprowston Community High 
School, Norwich  
Sprowston Community High 
School 
Alexandra Palace, London  
Alexandra Palace 
Aberavon Seafront, Port Talbot  
Neath Port Talbot County 
Borough Council 
Rock Park, Barnstaple  
The Barnstaple Lions Club 
The Sand Pit Field, Swanage  
Rotary Club of Swanage & 
Purbeck 

Flagship Family Week Sports 
Days 

The City of Manchester 
Stadium, Manchester  
Getting Manchester Moving 
The Lightfoot Centre, Newcastle  
Newcastle United Foundation 
The Forest Recreation Ground, 



 

Order your Promotional 

Merchandise  

We are pleased to announce your 
organisation can now order National Family 
Week branded merchandise to help assist 

and publicise your 
events. 

You can order balloons, clothing 
stickers, posters and bookmarks for 
free whilst stocks last! There are a 
variety of poster designs for all of our 
Family Week activities including a 
poster you can customise for your 
own events and a generic poster to 
promote National Family Week 2010. 

To place your order 
login to the Partner 
Zone and fill in the 

simple online order form. To order 
promotional merchandise you need to have 
a registered and approved event.  

 

Join our Guinness World Record 

Attempt! 

Why not join our attempt to enter the world 
record books with the Largest Three-legged 
Race across multiple venues. All you need 
is a minimum of 50 participants and for your 
race to take place at 3pm on Saturday 5th 
June and you can help contribute towards 
the record. Find out more...  

 

Download the new-look National 

Family Week logo 

Nottingham  
Nottingham City Council  
Thornes Park, Wakefield  
Wakefield Council 
The Hoe, Plymouth  
Plymouth City Council 
Bath Recreation Ground, Bath  
Bath & North East Somerset 
Council 
East Park, Hull  
Hull City Council 
Twickenham, London  
Rugby Football Union 

Would you like to get 
involved with the flagship 
events?  
Some of the flagship organisers 
are providing the opportunity for 
organisations involved in 
National Family Week to carry 
out activities at their event. If 
you are an organisation 
interested in providing fun 
activities for families whilst 
promoting your services and the 
good work you do, please 
contact Gemma Fordham or call 
020 7871 0189.  

 

Partner News 

Run a NCT Cheeky Monkeys 
Tea Party  

 

The Cheeky Monkeys Tea Party 
is the NCT (National Childbirth 
Trust) annual fundraising event 
to raise money to support the 
vital work of the NCT. In 2010 
the focus of the NCT Cheeky 



 
 

Monkeys Tea Party appeal is to 
raise funds for the development 
of the NCT Postnatal Line. If 
your organisation would like to 
run a Cheeky Monkey Tea 
Party as part of National Family 
Week then please go to 
www.nct.org.uk/cheekymonkeys 
for more information. 

  

You are receiving this email because you have subscribed to the National Family 
Week e-newsletter on our website, or because we are in discussions with your 
organisations about National Family Week. This email was sent to 
charlotte.bailey@staffordshire.gov.uk . If you no longer wish to receive our e-
newsletter, unsubscribe here. 

Has your email address changed? Please update your profile. 

This email was sent by Family Week Limited, Trans-World House, 100 City Road, 
London EC1Y 2BP 
Tel. 020 7871 0189. | Email: info@nationalfamilyweek.co.uk | Web: 
www.nationalfamilyweek.co.uk 

© 2010 Family Week Limited 

 

 
Refreshed Common Core with teenage pregnancy refere nce - 
please read!  - Robert Drake Teenage Pregnancy Unit  DCSF 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





 
 
 
 
Peter Apostolou - Improving Parental Engagement Team 
Family Engagement Division - Families Group - DCSF 
 
  
How primary and secondary schools help parents and carers to improve their child's 
learning guidance 
http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&Pag
eMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-01115-2009 
  
Homework packs 
www.dcsf.gov.uk/everychildmatters/parentalengagement 
  
Parenting and Family Support: Guidance for local authorities in England 
http://publications.everychildmatters.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetai
ls&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DCSF-00264-2010 
  
Understanding progress 
http://nationalstrategies.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/node/349559 
  
 In addition the Identifying Components of Attainment Gaps research was published 
last week and includes a section looking at parental engagement as a driver for 
attainment. 
http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMod
e=publications&ProductId=DCSF-RR217& 
  
  
  
  
  
Parenting and Family Support: Guidance for LAs 
 
Heather Wright - Local Parenting Strategy Team 
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Welcome to the April newsletter from C4EO 
 

 
 
 
Centre for Excellence and Outcomes in Children and Young People's Services  

 

Email update  April 2010  

Message from Christine Davies CBE, Director, C4EO 
  
This month C4EO and ADCS jointly announced a call for examples of local practice 
which demonstrate effective early intervention, prevention and integrated delivery.  
  
We are continuing to work closely with ADCS and our early findings show that 
common key characteristics of the successful early intervention build on: 
  

·  A persuasive culture that respects both families and other professionals, and 
engenders strong relationships and integrated working.  

·  Schools and Children's Centres at the hub of a 'continuum of support'.  
·  Recognition of the importance of outreach work to support vulnerable 

children, young people and families.  
·  Creative ways for building capacity to sustain positive and long-lasting 

change.  
  
This work supports the National Family Intervention Strategy Group, chaired by Kim 
Bromley-Derry in his capacity as President of ADCS. 
   
C4EO is continuing to collate examples of effective local practice for early 
intervention, which will be combined with a rapid review of existing evidence.  A final 
report will be published in June 2010.  Sector Specialists for Early Intervention will 
also be available to offer tailored support to local areas who request it.    
  
For further information about C4EO's Early Intervention, Prevention and Integrated 
Delivery work and our early findings, so far visit the C4EO website. 

 
Christine Davies, CBE 
C4EO Director 

 
New Early Years resources available now 
  



C4EO's new resources for the Early Years theme are available. 
  
The Reviews highlight the importance of: 
  

·  ensuring there is take-up of high-quality early years services by families on 
low incomes in order to narrow the gap in outcomes;  

·  that family based support can enhance children's learning through 
encouraging initiatives that engage parents and children to do activities 
together which can also raise the expectations of what children can achieve;  

·  and, children's development outcomes can be supported by providing inter-
agency training targeted at staff working at a similar level.  

  
Visit the Early Years publications section for the full knowledge reviews, final 
summary and recommendations. 
  
Safeguarding resources 
  
Throughout March, C4EO ran a series of workshops sharing evidence of 
safeguarding resources. Three research briefings and a Directors' Summary are now 
available focusing on effective interventions, questions for auditing child protection 
systems and responding to new and challenging information.  
  
These resources can be viewed in the Safeguarding publications section of the 
C4EO website. 
  
The Effective practice to protect children living in 'highly resistant' families 
 knowledge review is also now available. It summarises the best available evidence 
from 2000 to 2009 that will help service providers to improve services and, 
ultimately, outcomes for children, young people and their families. 
  
A focus on Schools and Communities 
  
C4EO is running five regional Schools and Communities Knowledge Workshops 
during May. 
  
The workshops are free and provide an opportunity to look at evidence produced by 
the three research reviews, debate key challenges and opportunities and hear about 
the practical support available to Local Authorities and their Children's Trust 
partners.  
  
These workshops are for senior leaders and managers, Headteachers, Lead 
Members – all who have responsibility for one or more of the areas being addressed 
through:    
  

·  Narrowing the gap in educational achievement and improving emotional 
resilience for children and young people with additional needs.  



·  Children and young people making sustained progress and remaining fully 
engaged through all transitions between key stages.  

·  Strengthening family well-being and community cohesion through the role of 
schools and extended services.  

  
To secure free places for yourself and/or your colleagues or to find out more, please 
email c4eobookings@rip.org.uk or visit the events section of the C4EO website. 
  

Date Region Venue 

11 May 2010  
North East, Yorkshire & 
Humber  

Newcastle United Conference 
Centre, St James Park, Newcastle 
upon Tyne  

13 May 2010  North West  Crowne Plaza,  
70 Shude Hill, Manchester  

18 May 2010  
East Midlands, West 
Midlands  

Maple House,  
150 Corporation Street, 
Birmingham  

19 May 2010  East, London, South, South 
East  

Dexter House,  
No 2 Royal Mint Court, London  

20 May 2010  South West  Marriott Royal Hotel,  
College Green, Bristol, BS1 5TA  

  
Tailored Support  
  
C4EO is continuing to offer a free, bespoke tailored support for local areas keen to 
receive help to address the challenges they face. 
  
Provided by a team of expert practitioners who have hands-on experience of 
working in Children's Services and who have been accredited and trained by C4EO 
to use the evidence of 'what works', tailored support is a confidential service 
designed to help the sector drive its own improvements. 
  
Sector Specialists are available to work across the country covering early years, 
disability, child poverty, vulnerable (looked after) children and schools and 
communities.  They are also available to work in teams on integrated assignments, 
combing any of these specialisms. 
  
For further information about how to request support, visit the tailored support 
section on the C4EO website or contact Sue.Rowley@c4eo.org.uk. 
  
What's working on the ground? Read about effective local practice 
  
Validated local practice examples, demonstrating real impact on the outcomes of 
children, young people and families, are taking place across the country and are 
now available on the C4EO website. 
  



This month, for example, learn about a project in Leicester which has won praise for 
the difference it is making to children's speech, language and communications skills 
and how early intervention strategies in Kent are helping to promote similar 
development skills. 
  
Should you be interested in submitting your examples of effective local practice 
please visit the 'my local practice' section of the C4EO website. Please note you will 
need your C4EO log in details to access this page.  
  

 

     

 

By visiting our website and logging into your account you can opt to receive information on areas 
that are relevant to you.  
C4EO does not send unsolicited emails. If you do not want to receive any further communications 
from C4EO please log into your account and remove yourself from the database. 
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Welcome to the BT Learning and skills update. We ho pe you find the information contained 
below both useful and inspiring.  

  

Order your free printed resources and DVD’s 
We will soon be changing the way that you order our free printed resources or DVD’s.  

More news on what you will need to do will follow. In the meantime you can order from our full 
range of resources via this link��

 

Coaching for Life gets underway 
The Coaching for Life programme encourages parents and grandparents to help young 
people try different sports and at the same time introduce parents to ways they can help their 
children get better at anything. 

The first module of Coaching For Life, Kids First Coach is aimed at 7 to 11 year olds, includes 
20 flexible games and is currently being piloted. 

Future modules will include Coaching Resources and techniques and there will be 
competitions inviting digital media entries to demonstrate various aspects of coaching and its 
benefits.�

 

Confident Communicators  
BT and the coalition organisation the Communication Trust recently hosted a workshop on 
“Developing Confident Communicators”. Exploring a new theme for both organisations this 
event brought together leading organisations and experts in speech, language and 
communication to share their practice and consider the best approaches to developing 
communication skills in young people.  

Attendees included senior speech and language therapists; Michelle Morris SLT advisor to 
the Department of Health, Vikky Joffe, Reader at City University and Mary Hartshorne, author 
of ‘Cost to the Nation of Children’s Poor Communication”. Several voluntary sector 
organisations presented their work including National Literacy Trust developing a programme 
of “words for work”; ICAN working on a whole school approach to communication and Elklan 
who run training to develop these skills of teaching assistants.  

Emerging themes from the event were: 

-the scale and scope of children with speech, language and communication needs was 
probably greater than identified in secondary schools. One study showing that even a 
proportion of children who had achieved average national curriculum scores when they left 
primary school had significant unidentified speech and language problems that will hold them 
up in secondary education. 



-speech, language and communication skills are still developing during the teenage years.  
Skills are not fully formed and all young people will benefit from a proactive focus on honing 
these abilities. 

-young people are not developing adequate skills to prepare them for the world of work or to 
support their social and emotional well being. 

-many teachers do not know how to actively support the development of skills such as 
listening, effective group work, conflict resolution and story telling. 

The Communication Trust, which has BT on its Board, will take the learning from the day to 
shape its programme of work in secondary education. This will include supporting attendees 
to take forward their evidenced programmes and to look at how organisations can collaborate 
to fill the gaps��

 

Young Citizens’ Action Event - Manchester  
On Thursday 4th February 2010, over 1,350 young people (14-19 years olds) from across the 
North West took part in the biggest youth conference outside London, discussing the political, 
economic and citizenship issues that affect their daily lives.  

The event which was supported by BT was hosted by Jane Hill from BBC News and guests 
included Dawn Butler MP (Minister for Young Citizens), Baroness Warsi (Shadow Minister for 
Community Cohesion and Social Action), Geoff Thompson MBE (Executive Chairman, Youth 
Charter) and Diane Modahl (former Olympic Athlete). 

To watch a BT web cast of the event, please click this link. 

The Media Trust also provided some local young people the opportunity to film the event and 
to learn skills and advice from media professionals. You can see a short film about their day 
at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ArZ-vKSKyho��

 

Relate for Parents & Families … a free and exciting 
range of tools now available as support for parents and 
families 
Relate for Parents & Families is a website which provides free resources and support for all 
members of the family. 

There’s a lot to the site; support materials including articles, videos and podcasts, access to 
free online ‘Live Chat’ with Relate counsellors and the unique new ‘Family Mapping’ tool. 

The Family Mapping game has been developed from a proven face to face counselling 
technique which has been adapted into an innovative and exciting online tool in partnership 
with BT.  

Any member of the family can create a visual representation of their family relationships, an 
exercise which often leads to a greater understanding of the relationships and dynamics 



within the family. It can even be used to map groups of friends or work colleagues. 

The mapping tool then invites the person to create a map which depicts how they would like 
relationships to be in the future, and the person is then directed towards targeted content 
which can support them through the change process. 

The mapping tool can be accessed at: https://www.relateforparents.org.uk/family-
mapping.php�

 
 

BT and The Lord’s Taverners 
BT and The Lord’s Taverners have begun a three year partnership that will enhance the 
communications skills of children with disabilities and learning difficulties. The partnership will 
create 12 BT branded multi-sensory areas for young people with disabilities and 
communication issues. The project will allow BT to play a significant role at the very heart of 
local communities across the UK. 

The Lord’s Taverners is dedicated to providing sporting and recreational opportunities to 
disadvantaged and disabled children. In partnership with BT, this new project will allow many 
thousands of young people to benefit from a new type of learning environment that enables 
them to explore communication skills from an entirely new perspective.  

The first multi-sensory room funded by the partnership between BT and The Lord’s Taverners 
will be created at the Seashell Trust in Manchester, who run a school and college for young 
people with significant communication difficulties. The launch is planned for May 2010. We 
will keep you updated as the partnership develops.�

 
 

Teenager scoops prestigious internet teacher national 
award  
A fourteen year old student from Southampton has been named as this year’s overall UK 
winner of BT’s Internet Ranger of the Year.  Jenny Pidgley also won the National award for 
England.  

The BT Internet Ranger of the Year Awards were launched seven years ago and since then 
have inspired hundreds of young people to help bridge the digital divide by helping older 
generations acquire basic computer skills; equipping them with the confidence to access and 
benefit from using the internet. 

Jenny has shown her commitment to helping bridge the digital divide by running free 
computer sessions at her school for the last two years, taking on the responsibility from her 
older brother. The sessions are fortnightly on Saturdays and are run in connection with Age 
Concern, New Forest East.  Jenny teaches basic IT skills such as using the internet and 
sending e-mails and often visits those that cannot attend to share her skills.  

The BT Internet Ranger of the Year Awards celebrate the commitment and dedication of 
outstanding young people who share their internet skills with others.  The Awards are a key 



element of BT’s digital inclusion programme, and were set up following research which 
highlighted that nearly a third of parents and grandparents, 32 per cent, have been taught or 
encouraged to try the internet by a young person aged between 13 to 16 years. 

Jenny was presented with her prize as the overall winner, of a laptop and £500 of IT vouchers 
by Martha Lane Fox, the Government’s Digital Champion, at a special event held on 10th 
March at the 5th National Digital Inclusion Conference.   

For a full breakdown of all the award winners and further details about BT Internet Rangers 
please visit: www.btinternetrangers.co.uk�
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Welcome to the April 2010 issue of the Family and Parenting Institute's 
newsletter - Family Focus. 
 
1. News 
2. Family Policy Digest 
3. Horizon Scan 
4. Forward Look 
5. Notice Board 
 

News 

 



Family policy and the 2010 General Election 

It’s election season – but have family issues been receiving due 
attention amid all the media hype? The week beginning April 12 saw the 
three main parties release their respective manifestos, spelling out their 
positions on family policy. 
Dr Katherine Rake, Chief Executive of the Family and Parenting 
Institute, gave her assessment of what the manifestos mean for British 
families in a New Statesman article. The BBC also has a summary of the 
three main parties’ family promises.  

Marriage does little for children - Institute for F iscal Studies  

An IFS study has re-iterated that children born to married parents do 
show higher levels of achievement – but that this is due to the different 
economic status of those who decide to marry. Therefore pre-existing 
reasons, rather than parents’ marital status, are shown to be the key to a 
child’s development.  

Children, Schools and Families Bill  

April 7 saw Labour push through a depleted Children, Schools and 
Families Bill in the ‘wash-up’ shortly before Parliament was dissolved. 
Schools Secretary Ed Balls hit out at the Conservatives for failing to 
support more of the Bill’s components. A Conservative spokesman said 
in the Guardian: “the government insisted on removing parents' rights to 
withdraw their children from classes they thought damaging. We think 
parents must have such a right.” 

Other recent news highlights  

The Herald reported that ‘divorce generation’ children are keeping faith 
in marriage despite the experiences of their parents. Preventable child 
illnesses are reaching 'epidemic' levels, according to Panorama. Also, a 
Children, Schools and Families Select Committee called for a benefits 
shake-up to reduce NEETs (those classified as Not in Employment, 
Education or Training).  
  
Back to top 

 

Family Policy Digest  
The items in this month's digest include: child internet safety – the Byron 
Review progress review; the report of the Chief Adviser on the Safety of 
Children on physical punishment; building the National Care Service 
White Paper; the 2010 Budget; the Child Poverty Act 2010; the Equality 
Act 2010; the report and recommendations of the Family Friendly 
Working Hours Taskforce and the Government’s response; an 
evaluation of the impact of Family Intervention Projects; Aiming High for 



Young People – three years on. 
More 
 
Back to top 

 

Horizon Scan  

Upcoming publication – is parenting really a class issue? 

FPI is to release a major publication this spring entitled ‘Is Parenting A 
Class Issue?’ The book is edited by sociologist Dr. Martina Klett-Davies, 
an expert in family and gender studies, who joined FPI from the London 
School of Economics. It has been argued that the family is a 
transmission belt for the reproduction of class inequalities, economically 
and culturally. The title will discuss how and why parenting should be 
seen as a class issue. The exact release date will be announced very 
soon. Copies will be available to order through our website.     

What does the General Election mean for you profess ionally?  

Parliament is now dissolved in preparation for the election on May 6. 
Bills cannot be carried forward between parliaments – so there are no 
current bills being floated for the sector to discuss. Parliament is due to 
return on May 18.  
Civil servants are currently under guidance to decline invitations to 
stakeholder events where they might be asked to give comments that 
could compromise their political impartiality at election time.  
Charities should read the Charity Commission advice on how to stay 
within purdah rules.   
A columnist in Third Sector magazine gives this tip for charities 
campaigning during this period: “Being prepared and understanding the 
intricacies of the rules now will mean you can do something smart and 
high-impact without getting into any trouble.” 
Back to top 

 

Forward Look  
Here you can find out the latest information on events in the sector.  
Email info@familyandparenting.org to add your event 
More  
 
Back to top 

 

Notice Board  

Inside Government focuses on social exclusion 



Inside Government, the events organisation, will stage a forum entitled 
Tackling Social Exclusion Through Technology: Delivering Digital 
Inclusion on June 23 in Central London (please view the agenda). Also, 
the organisation’s major annual social exclusion event takes place this 
year on September 29. It will be entitled Tackling Social Exclusion: The 
Way Forward. Confirmed speakers include Charlotte Clark, head of the 
child poverty unit within the Department for Children, Schools and 
Families. Tickets can be booked online.   

National Family Week 2010 draws closer  

National Family Week will take place with the support of FPI at the end 
of May this year. It will encourage people across the country to celebrate 
being part of a family – whatever its shape or size. FPI believes that 
there is no such thing as an average family.  

Children’s Legal Centre: new web portal  

The Children’s Legal Centre has launched a new website. It aims to 
provide a wide range of information to young people about their legal 
rights and the laws affecting them. It contains legal information on all 
aspects of their lives – education, healthcare, discrimination, policing, 
age-based laws, leaving home and more. It also contains information for 
young people in care or leaving care, and for migrant children.  

C4EO releases new knowledge reviews  

The Centre for Excellence and Outcomes in Children’s and Young 
People’s Services (C4EO), a consortium of organizations including FPI, 
has released new knowledge reviews about children’s early years. The 
reviews explore what works in terms of improving children’s outcomes, 
enhancing their learning through better family-based support and service 
integration. The evidence points to the importance of high quality 
provision and standards, information sharing between agencies and 
parents, and ensuring those working with young children are both trained 
and supported.  

NICE guidance now available online  

Carers, patients and the public can now access all of the guidance from 
the National Institute for Health and Clinical Evidence on one dedicated 
site. Plain English versions and more detailed versions of advice on 
various health topics are available. The site gives the opportunity to 
search for the patient and public versions of NICE’s guidance by 
keyword, by health care topic, or by date. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Fathers’ Story Week – don’t miss out on this great opportunity to reach out to 
dads! 
 
 
With less than two months to go, almost 1,000 schools, pre-schools, nurseries and 
children’s centres from Aberdeen to Cornwall across urban and rural areas covering 
the most diverse communities in the UK are busily planning their activities for 
Fathers’ Story Week…why not join them? 
 
We asked them why they have registered; this is what they say  
 
“It is often too easy to overlook the incredibly important part that men play in the lives 
of young children.  We want to recognise, celebrate and applaud the role that men as 
well as women play in developing our future generation.” 
 
“We can celebrate our commitment to developing children’s language skills in a new 
way which will hopefully encourage more men to work with the school for the benefit 
of all our children.”  
 
Fathers’ Story Week runs from 14 June and culminates on Fathers’ Day (20 June). It 
offers a vital opportunity for Britain's schools, nurseries, pre-schools and childminders 
to get dads more involved with their children's learning and development. 
 
We all know that supportive home environments are key to children’s learning and 
development. What you may not have reflected on is the wealth of research showing 
that children with positively involved fathers and father figures (whether or not they 
live with them full-time) do better in all sorts of ways.  
 
To find out more and to take part in Fathers’ Story Week, visit www.fathersstoryweek.org, 
where you can register to download our fantastic free resources, including 
lesson/session plans for different Key Stages and the Early Years Foundation Stage, 
and our ideas for running ‘Bring your dad to school day’, in support of Barnardos and 
the Fatherhood Institute, on Friday 18 June. 
 
 
 
Have you made your premises and/or publicity materi al more attractive to 
dads?  
 
We are looking for examples of agencies and services which have made changes to 
their premises in order to make them more father-inclusive. You may have added 
posters and images of dads to your reception. Maybe you’ve painted the place in less 
‘feminine’ colours, and changed the structure and/or labelling of your baby changing 
area so it’s clearly meant for dads as well as mums. Perhaps you’ve restocked your 
library and toy collections so they contain stuff more interesting for dads? 
 



If you’ve done any of this and have photos to prove it, we would love to feature them 
on our website. Ideally we’d like ‘before’ and ‘after’ shots so everyone can see easily 
what you changed – but if all you’ve got is the ‘after’ shots, that’s helpful too. 
  
ALSO...people often ask us for examples of well-produced, father-inclusive publicity 
flyers, leaflets and letters…and we need some new ones to share. So if you’ve 
updated the content and/or design of your promotional materials to make them more 
father-inclusive, please send us copies of those too! 
  
If at all possible, please send electronic versions of photos and documents, along 
with the name and location of your agency, and a brief description of the changes 
you made, to Jeremy Davies, our Communications Manager, at 
j.davies@fatherhoodinstitute.org. 
 
 
Capita’s 6th National ‘Tackling Teenage Pregnancy’ Conference  
  
“Continuing to prioritise reductions in teenage pregnancy is an investment that will 
bring benefits for us all…”  
Dawn Primarolo 
Minister for Children, Young People and Families 
 
 
When:    Thursday 27th May 2010 
 
Where:   The venue will be in zone one of central London.  It will get confirmed 
approximately three weeks before the event takes place. 
 
Who for?   All those who have a role in reducing teenage pregnancies 
 
 
The Conference 
 
This Conference offers high level strategic support and practical guidance on 
reducing conception rates among young people.   It also provides an opportunity to 
hear about Young Fathers  - Who they are  . . . Why they matter. . .– and wha t you need to 
do about them  from world renowned fatherhood research expert Adrienne Burgess, 
Head of Research at the Fatherhood Institute. 
  
The key drivers are in place at both a national and local level  

·  the new statutory PSHE guidance 
·  the drive to increase access to contraception and sexual health services and 

reduce conception rates as the second highest LAA priority 
·  the Teenage Pregnancy Strategy: beyond 2010 (DCSF, DH, 2010) and 
·  Maternity and Early Years: making a good start to family life (DH, DCSF, 

2010) 

 
Key issues to be addressed include: 

·  Using multi-agency partnerships to identify the causes of teenage pregnancy 
·  Commissioning easy to access contraceptive services 



·  Addressing underlying risk factors such as low self-esteem and educational 
attainment 

·  Delivering effective Sex and Relationships Education (SRE) in primary and 
secondary schools and Further Education (FE) Colleges 

·  Working with young parents, including fathers, to prevent second unplanned 
pregnancies  

 
This is a conference that you must not miss! 

 
Please follow the link below to view the conference brochure which includes the full 
agenda and booking form: 
http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/pdfgen.html?filename=Tackling_Teenage_Pregn
ancy_WOPDF_01.pdf&code=MKFI 
For more research information on young fathers – click here  
For accessing resources to help with working with Young Fathers follow the link at 
the top of this research paper 
 


