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STAFFORDSHIRE CHILDREN’S TRUST BRIEFINGP PAPER 

MARCH 2010
Contacts: Georgina Davies/Cate Crawford
01785 854263/277116
georgina.davies@staffordshire.gov.uk
cate.crawford@staffordshire.gov.uk
The aim of this briefing is to communicate information about the County Children’s Trust progress and any key actions or decisions District Trust Boards (DTBs) are required to make. 
	Children’s Trust Issues (From the County Board  & other sources) 
Chair: County Councillor Ian Parry, Deputy Leader Staffordshire County Council, Cabinet Lead Member Children & Young People

Lead Officer: Georgina Davies, Children's Trust Manager, georgina.davies@staffordshire.gov.uk, 
01785 27 7116
Date of Next Meeting: 25.01.10

	Children and Young People’s Strategic Plan (CYPP) Consultation

The draft CYPP 2010 is now available on the Children’s Trust Website. 
Actions/decisions to be taken by Districts

Please take the opportunity to let us know your views on the draft CYPP and the Children's Trust priorities, by completing and returning the questionnaire on our website The deadline for your response is 15th April, 2010. The information you provide will assist us in developing a final version of the 2010 Children and Young People's Strategic Plan.
The draft Staffordshire Children and Young People's Strategic Plan 2010 and consultation questionnaire can be found at: www.staffordshirechildrenstrust.org.uk/cypp/2010/ 
Anthrax Warning

Given the cases of anthrax that have now appeared in this country, could you act on the following advice please? The National Treatment Agency for Substance Misuse  are charged with assuring the delivery of the materials to the right places. 
 
Partners are asked to circulate the materials to all services and professionals working with heroin users, and that services and professionals actively use these materials. 
 
In addition, partnerships should also distribute the materials to organisations in touch with drug users who were not in contact with drug services, such as homeless hostels/ housing departments, needle exchanges, benefit offices, community pharmacies and social work departments, alerting them to the risks of anthrax and the importance of coming into treatment.
 
The Health Protection Agency’s (HPA’s) anthrax website (see link below) has materials available for download and distribution, as well as more detailed anthrax advice for health professionals. All local areas are encouraged to check and recheck this site for further news. Updates will also be posted on the National Treatment Agency (NTA) website http://www.nta.nhs.uk/. 
HPA’s anthrax website:
http://www.hpa.org.uk/web/HPAweb&Page&HPAwebAutoListName/Page/1191942145749) 
 
Action to be taken:

Please pass on this information to anyone who may come in contact with anyone who may use or be may also come in contact with heroin users.

 
Children’s Centres and Community and Learning Partnerships - Great News

The winter 2010 edition of “Great News” – which highlights some of the positive outcomes of joined up working between Children’s Centres and Community and Learning Partnerships across the County is now available at: http://www.staffordshirechildrenstrust.org.uk/clp/Newsletters/   

Backing Young Britain is a cross-government campaign bringing together business, public sector organisations and the voluntary sector to provide more opportunities for young people. Jobcentre Plus are asking employers to consider how they can offer opportunities through Apprenticeships, experience of work or providing a job. You can find out more, and how Jobcentre Plus can help you, via the following link:  http://www.hmg.gov.uk/buildingbritainsfuture/news/news_archive/29_july_2009_backing_young_britain.aspx/  
Somebody else’s child – everybody’s responsibility

Staffordshire County Council is urging people across the county to help them ensure the safety and well-being of children who are being cared for by someone who is not a direct relative.

Private fostering describes an arrangement when someone, who is not a close relative, cares for another person’s child for 28 days or more.

Although this is done by private arrangement, legally the parent and the carer must notify the local authority where the child is going to live so that the local authority can ensure that the child is being properly looked after. 

Nobody knows exactly how many children are privately fostered, but nationally the figure is thought to be around10,000. It is feared that some of these ‘invisible’ children could be at risk of abuse, or victims of trafficking.

In 2009 there were 68 referrals to the service resulting in 40 actual private fostering living arrangements in Staffordshire.  However experts believe there could be many more. The Council is particularly asking people who work with children to be aware of private fostering and notify them immediately if they suspect such an arrangement. They say the general public also has a part to play. 

County Councillor Ian Parry, Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Children and Young People said: “Everybody has a role in keeping our children safe - whether you are a teacher, youth worker, neighbour or just chat to the other parents at the school gate. If you hear about a child who is being privately fostered please let us know immediately so we can ensure the child is being kept safe.”

For more information on private fostering visit www.staffordshire.gov.uk
 
Stafford Borough Draft Children and Young People's Plan 2010-13

Stafford Borough Children's Trust Board have just produced their first draft Children and Young People's Plan.  The Plan outlines how the Trust Board aim to improve the lives of children, young people and families in the Borough.  We have been collecting different types of information over the past twelve months which has told us that:

*
Children, young people and families need access to good, up to date personal information, advice and guidance

*
Children, young people and families need to be involved in helping us decide and plan things they want to do

*
Children, young people and families need to have access to more personal support when they need it

The Stafford Children's Trust Board would like to have your comments about the plan and about the areas of work that have been proposed.  Please note that the consultation ends on 19th March 2010.

Please click on the following links for a copy of the plan: 

<http://www.staffordbc.gov.uk/live/welcome.asp?id=6748>  and the questionnaire:

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/JSK9ZVW


	County Trust Executive 
Chair: Sally Rees

Lead Officer: Georgina Davies, Children's Trust Manager, georgina.davies@staffordshire.gov.uk, 
01785 27 7116
Date of Next Meeting: 18.11.09

	Draft Children and Young People’s Delivery Plans

Five CYPP Delivery Plans are currently under development. These delivery plans detail key actions to be taken in 2010 to deliver the strategic objectives that have been identifies. To find out more visit the Staffordshire Children’s trust website.  These CYPP Delivery Plans are still draft  versions and any  feedback should be directed to the relevant delivery leads or partnerships 
Staffordshire Play Policy

A Play Policy developed by statutory and voluntary partners is due to be launched in March. 

The Policy builds on the District level work of the Play Partnerships and provides a shared understanding of the values and principles we wish to uphold in relation to play. It recognises the local variation in delivery and need, and will support District Play Partnerships to develop local strategies which reflect their local priorities. Having a Staffordshire Play Policy will help to raise the profile of play and create opportunities for play to be discussed in wider forums.

The Play Policy provides clear statements for consideration in relation to the development of policy and strategy which will impact on the ability and opportunity for children and young people to play. It will assist in planning and consultation exercises and create efficiency in the development of local strategic plans to support the delivery of play opportunities.

For more information please contact Alex Binks: alex.binks@staffordshire.gov.uk
Staffordshire Police Promise 
“The promise is about the Police thinking more carefully about how they provide a service for the young people of Staffordshire. Staffordshire Police want to listen to children and young people, and involve them in decision making in order to provide a better policing service to this important part of our community.”

It’s a pledge to listen, involve and inform young people, to protect them, and to give them useful information and be available to them when needed. It also states how the force will respect young people, work to prevent them becoming victims of crime, and act firmly but fairly against law breakers.

To find out more visit www.staffordshire.police.uk/promise 



	Children's Trust Standing Groups 

	Joint Commissioning

Chair: Yvonne Sawbridge
Lead Officer: Martyn Baggaley, Joint Commissioning Unit Manager, martyn.baggaley@staffordshire.gov.uk, 01785  278710 
Date of Next Meeting

	Update:
In addition to commissioning activity under the Aiming High programme for disabled children & their parents/carers (detailed elsewhere in this briefing), the Joint Commissioning Executive have agreed that during 2010/11 the JCU will also lead on developing commissioning recommendations to support the work of:

1) the LAA NI56 County Healthy Weight Strategy group, and;

2) to support the development of a more coordinated and efficient approach to the delivery of Speech and Language Therapy services, and;

3)  work alongside the Commissioning Manager for Carers services in the Adult JCU to undertake a comprehensive review of Carers services for both young people and adult in Staffordshire.

From the spring, stakeholder consultation will commence that will help inform a review, reconfiguration and probable tender of Young People’s substance misuse services, in accordance with the forthcoming new 5 year strategy for substance misuse and with respect to the development of Integrated Service Delivery teams and emergence of the County Council’s Families First project.  We now need to build on the progress of the last 3 years by looking again at the most effective way of delivering within a context of recent development of more integrated service delivery on the ground and reduced available budgets.

The JCU Manager has already attended some of the District Children’s Trust Boards to update them on the development of the Children’s & Young People’s JCU and the support the Unit can offer, and will have attended all the others by early summer.  Each District Children’s Trust Board will be asked to nominate a suitable representative to be their ‘Commissioning Champion’.  Commissioning champions will be offered a bespoke & accredited (by Oxford Brookes University) commissioning skills training programme and will help ensure good links between locally managed and centrally (County) coordinated commissioning, to eliminate duplication.

The Section 10 agreement being drawn up by the Children’s Trust will include as one of its elements the work of the JCU

Actions/decisions to be taken by Districts

· Nominate a commissioning champion for your District Trust Board and inform Martyn Baggaley JCU Manager who has been chosen.  For any questions please contact Martyn.


	Children & Young People's Participation Network
Chair / representative: Gill Stanford, gill.stanford@staffordshire.gov.uk ,0185 277 060

	The Children & Young People’s Participation Team in partnership with the Services under the umbrella of Staffordshire Children’s Trust are pleased to announce:
“Shape It Conference 2010”
On Wednesday, 24th March, 2010, we are inviting children and young people aged 7 – 11 yrs. from across the County to gather at The County Showground, Stafford, to influence and shape the changes to 

Children & Young People’s Plan.
Time: 9.30am – 3pm
The children and young people of Staffordshire will have the chance to take part in interactive discussions and fun activity based workshops, in order to have their voices heard and to influence the decision makers and make their changes to the CYP Plan.

For further information, please contact Carol Goostry, Participation Team on 01785 277146 or email: carol.goostry@staffordshire.gov.uk 




	Children's Trust Strategy Groups 

	Commissioner for Parents- Parenting Strategy Group

Chair/Representative: Charlotte Bailey, charlotte.bailey@staffordshire.gov.uk , 01785 355 751



	Update
The Parenting Strategy Co-ordinator and the two Parent Experts have designed a series of workshops to look at each of the county objectives and the key actions; these workshops have been designed to then look at each individual district and work with the practitioners in these workshops to design the district action plans, reflecting the objectives and key actions set at county level. As all of the districts are at different points in their development, the following workshops/PSF launches have been arranged:

· Cannock PSF conference on 17th March

· Tamworth PSF launch on 19th March

· Moorlands re-launch on 24th March

· Newcastle launch on 25th March

The Parenting Strategy Monitoring Group met for a half day workshop and met the following objectives:

· To be familiar with the content of each of the parenting strategy objectives and understand the interdependencies between them.

· To identify how we measure the success of the parenting strategy, what we measure and the timescales we need to achieve targets within.

· To aid consistency in completing RAG ratings
From this day Charlotte Bailey is currently analysing the results and we will be using the March meeting to:

· Look at the results from the away day

· Look at the National Indicator’s that parenting links into/supports in preparation for the planned refresh of the action plans and timescales scheduled for April 2010

· Update objective action plans

After the March meeting we will be redesigning the RAG reporting mechanism to ensure that the district RAG ratings reflect those of the County.

Actions/decisions to be taken by Districts
To support the implementation of the District action plans once they have been finalised  


	Staffordshire Young People’s Service (SYPS)(previously known as Integrated Youth Support Service / IYSS)
Chair / representative: Sharon Moore, Sharon.moore@staffordshire , 01785 27 7033



	Update

For some time, we’ve been talking about the development of an integrated youth support service in Staffordshire and we are pleased to say that we are now in a position to move forward and build a service that will meet the needs of Staffordshire’s young people. 

The newly named Staffordshire Young People’s Service (SYPS) marks a step change in how the county’s most valuable asset, our young people, will be helped to achieve their full potential. 

SYPS will have a new style management structure that will be fit for purpose and will give us the opportunity to direct resources to the front line and to enhance our Youth Offer. It is the creation of this new management structure, which should be place by April, which will be our focus for the next few weeks. 

We can assure you that we will now push to get the new service up and running quickly so that we can bring an end to the anxiety that the delay has caused.
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